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“I contaminate,
Grow, expand, and entangle
Polyphonic dreams.”

- Mushroom
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AUTHORS’ NOTE

A FoundAtion, A CenotAph, A tower

BAsed on A “phAntAsie”

As we walked by the display window of  the little red book kiosk one day, the reflective silver 
cover of  a little book caught our attention. This was how we discovered the Pristine Pilze 
Polluted Phantasie, written by authors (who are now good friends and collaborators of  ours) 
Wendy Lin, Michael Hoi Ming Du, and Alice.

We chose to use this contemporary surrealist œuvre as the philosophical basis of  our 
project since we are interested in the way it challenges the very definition of  cleanliness, a 
fundamentally human ideal. After unpacking prominent themes of  the text such as capitalism, 
globalisation, entanglement, and decay, we distilled our thoughts and reflections into this 
Fabulous Fungal Fermenting Foundation. It precipitates fantastic transformations through 
eight fermentation chambers, each containing its own temperament, questions, and ideas 
about the world.

As a result, FFFF is the architectural and theatrical crystalisation of  this fungal fantasy that 
questions reason, invites discussions, and catalyses transformations.

So what do we actually ferment?
The answer is: everything!

Fungal spore spread through air upon 
impact of  rainwater
Photo by Kelsey O’Connor, 2019

pg. 16, extract from Pristine Pilze Polluted Phantasies,
by Wendy Lin and Michael Du, 

Zurich 2022
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I. OrganIc SpOre Wall Icy StaIr-landIng WIth a MagIcal dOOr

IQF (Individually Quick Frozen)



pg. 4, Lin & Du, 2022
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II. crIMSOn hall Of ayran and KOMbucha

Brewed in perfumes and aromas
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pg. 13, Lin & Du, 2022
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pg. 7w, Lin & Du, 2022

pg. 3, Lin & Du, 2022
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III. SIzzlIng hOt cOpper fOOd labOratOry

Anaerobic dry-heat sterilised
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pg. 11, Lin & Du, 2022
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IV. MIlKy JanItOr’S chaMber

Curdled
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pg. 4, Lin & Du, 2022

pg. 12, Lin & Du, 2022
 Doors with Doors with Dorrs with Balcony
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V. heaVIly Salted capItalISt Waterfall beach

Cured in Bosporus air with Himalayan salt
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pg. 9, Lin & Du, 2022
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pg. 9, Lin & Du, 2022
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pg. 7, Lin & Du, 2022

ENTANGLED CONNECTIONS
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VI. enchanted egO fOreSt Of MagIcal realISM

Lacto fermented
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pg. 5, Lin & Du, 2022

46 47



pg. 9, Lin & Du, 2022
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pg. 12, Lin & Du, 2022
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“In the mushroom garden, one does not 
clean, nor pay rent.”

- Dalit the Sewer
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VII. dIaMOnd-clad harlequIn IntOxIcatIng IMpluVIuM

Ethanol fermented
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pg. 14, Lin & Du, 2022
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pg. 15, Lin & Du, 2022
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VIII. electrIcal blue panOraMa ObSerVatOry

Digitally fermented
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HERE I WELCOME GUESTS FROM ALL OVER, HIS AQUAINTANCES, MISTRESSES, DEAR FRIENDS, DEAR FOES.

... OPEN IN TIMES OF WAR, CLOSED IN TIMES OF PEACE. I ALWAYS BELIEVED TRUE TREASURE HIDES BEHIND ME, 
NOT ALIBABA’S GOLD, BUT A PLACE TO TALK. 

AN OPEN COURT WITH A COLONNADE ON EACH SIDE -- AN ARTIFICIAL OPEN-AIR GARDEN, REALISED THROUGH 
THE MOST ADVANCED TECHNICAL MEANS: THE CEILING IS DECORATED TO REPRESENT A BLUE SKY IN WHICH 

ELECTRIC LIGHTS TWINKLE, WHILE BY AN INGENIOUS ARRANGEMENT OF OPTICAL APPARATUS, THE EFFECTS OF 
CLOUDS SWEEPING OVER THE SKY IS PRODUCED 

... OPEN SESAME, HEAR HEAR, DARE I ASK, ARE YOU A HOST OR PARASITE?
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pg. 5, Lin & Du, 2022
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George liked eating the mushrooms in his room.
“Don’t do it,” said his father.

George went on eating wall.

His father went to the Drug Store and bought a bottle of  wall pills.

George ate them all and his head grew into a lighthouse
George was happy playing with the lighthouse,
but the father was sad because everybody said:
“What a strange child you have, Sir.”89
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