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tale of the 
A short distance from the mainland of Istanbul

In the middle of the Bosporus
Between idle tides and tireless streams

There is an island
Governed by Athena and Aphrodite

In equilibrium
Almost as if they were dancing

It was so very long ago [1]

Their people lived in full bliss
As they were civilized, but free

As they were cultured, but humble
As they were emotional, but truthful

As they were reasonable, but passionate

Until one day,
Aphrodite herself laid claim to the piece of land

From then on, the people of the island acted under her decree
They gave up purity, for lust

They gave up reason, in turn for instinct
Their demise finally arrived

When they gave up cultivation for intoxication
When they gave up knowledge for ignorance

Soon, not a single skipper remembered how to set sail
And embark to the shores of Istanbul

Their fertile fields,
Neglected by farmers partaking in the bar

Famine and poverty
Led to war and savagery

Their only rescue was the return of Athena,
holding a spear in one hand and an olive branch in the other [2]

She came forth and planted a single olive tree
On the most fruitful place of the harsh bedrock

Its roots spread across the whole island
Guiding the people back to lost knowledge and wisdom

The people swore to Athena to lay off desire and emotion
In turn for fact and reason

And to ensure the peace of the island

Before Aphrodite was banished for her actions,
She laid a curse onto the young tree

Making its immature fruit the ultimate object of seduction
An aphrodisiac stronger than

Everything known to human and beyond
From then on, the olives of the sacred tree could only be handled when 

they are ripe

They were only to be harvested when they are mature
The citizens swore to not succumb 

to the allurement of the cursed fruit
For eating the young olives would bring back 

the savagery of past times
And destroy the peace of the island

The Sacred Olive,
the ultimate test for the people of the island

To withstand their desire
And to act reasonably

Any infringement of the island’s peace was to be severely punished

sacred olive 

1) Dickens, A Tale of Two Citieshold
2) Wohl Wohl Montanari, Giovan Pietro Bellori
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I     Temptations
II     The City of Truth
III     A Figurative Reception
IV     The Court
Interlude   Ascent To Purity
V    The Carcass
VI    Appropriation
VII    THe Verdict

In loving memory of
the Sacred Olive Tree
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The minister of truth does not tyrannise over my reason, 
he enlightens it.

Rousseau, Collected Works of Jean-Jacques Rousseau
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(Bill Murray): 
There is an island
A short distance from the mainland of Istanbul
In the middle of the Bosporus
Between restless currents and quiet waters
Whose people are governed under a strict order of logic, 
fact, and reason
They claim to have found absolute truth
By that, they call everyone else a liar
They pay a tremendous price for it
Their lives, drained of emotion,
The peace on the island, merely a matter of oppression

Through tales,
I’ve heard of the olive tree 
Whose fruit is so precious
That the Gemlik and Ayvalik olives pale in comparison
Its young fruit so enticing
That even the Sirens of Sirenum scopuli
Were envious of its effect
And they said to the olive tree: „Reign over us.“ [1]
The people of the island disdain the olive’s 
most desirable quality, however
They only begin the harvest when the olives are ripe enough
When the effect of the aphrodisiac is long gone

I must go to the island
To show them the ways of passion
And free the people of their dictatorship
The olive, the last resort 
To satisfy my intimate desires

Any infringement of the island’s peace was to be severely punished.
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(Bill Murray): 
It had been a dense and hysterical night
The Judge took me by the hand, guiding me 
Through the cursed system of the tower
The place of my frustration
Before we enter his chamber, he tells me:

(The Judge): 
First, I will show you the truth

(Bill Murray): 
Upon entering the top of the tower
I was blinded by the purple luminescence of a million lamps
Hanging off a steel frame construction
Flooding white shelves
Ordering a million seedlings to grow
Light is the centre, its source is the artificial [17]
It was a manufactory for the sacred olive tree, a laboratory for truth
The holy aphrodisiac spewing down the bottom of its shell
The composition would almost be too artificial were it not broken by
[18] slight hints of the natural

All that remains of the 15th century cupola was its silhouette
Mimicking the lantern that it once used to be
Guiding boats on the Bosporus

As if its function had never changed in 300 years

(Bill Murray): I stared at the olive that was in my pillbox
Having lost all meaning
Then at the arrangement of steel tubes, olive saplings and hydroponics
Although it was filled to the brim, all that really remained was an empty 
shell of a truth long vanished
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The people of the island were in disagreement
About the right means of justice

Some believed the stranger freed them from their ball and chain
Others believed that he brought disorder onto the peaceful island

It had to be a tomb, as some believed,
Death was the fitting sentence

But it had to be honorable, as others believed,
That he brought another truth on the island

It had to be
A grave for lust, and of absolute truth

But a celebration of desire, and of reason

This opened up a big cleft in the Court
Some brought shovels, jackhammers, pickaxes

Hacking onto the lithic floor
Of the empty heart

Others brought their most valuable items
Olives, Athenic memoria, Crystalline Silicon

To fill the hole dug by their foes
Turning the spartan grave

Into a sarcophagus

(The Manic):
We must scent out the truth;
dig in the earth for it,and seize it.[21]

All parties
Assisting eachother

In the relentless sculpting
Of a cenotaph for their scapegoat
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Athena and Aphrodite
Looked upon the verdict with great amusement

As they saw the people
awkwardly stumble,

Trying to replicate the dance
of long-lost times

That they themselves had
Unlearned
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